
IMAGE OF GOD



PRAYER FOR VCC…

•Lord, show me Your definition of success, and help 

me to listen closely.  Please help me to shake off 

old notions of success and be open to a different 

kind of measure.  

•Lord, I pray for a kind of deep, personal 

transformation in our congregation that indicates 

You (Christ) are in control.



WHAT IS SUCCESS?



WHAT IS SUCCESS?

•our definition of success needs to line up with our 

Heavenly Fathers.  If our definition of success is 

aligned with His definition of success, we will 

experience the abundant life that Jesus came to 

give us (John 10:10)…



WHAT IS SUCCESS?

•“shake off old notions of success”

•that we are continually transformed into the person 

God has created us to be

•our understanding of being made in the image of 

God...the imago dei and how we participate in that 

understanding



GENESIS 1:26-27

•26 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our 

image, according to Our likeness; let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds 

of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth 

and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 

earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; 

in the image of God He created him; male and 

female He created them.



TSELEM…

•Original Hebrew

•Let Us make man in our image

•Defined as image, likeness, a representative image



GENESIS 9:6

•Whoever sheds man’s blood, By man his blood 

shall be shed; For in the image of God He made 

man.



TSELEM – IMAGE OF GOD

•For some, being created in the image of God, 

application comes from looking at God’s very 

nature.  Who He is?  What He looks like? 

•Psalm 145:8-9 …The LORD is gracious and full of 

compassion, Slow to anger and great in mercy.  

The LORD is good to all, And His tender 

mercies are over all His works.



TSELEM – IMAGE OF GOD

•translated humankind created “as” God’s image

•carrying “out God’s purposes on earth as His royal 

representatives” meaning we are “God’s 

representative upon earth, given the task of 

dominion” as well as being “God’s counterpart” 

(R.C. Van Leeuwen, Dictionary of Old Testament 

Theology and Exegesis, 1997).  



TSELEM – IMAGE OF GOD

•translated humankind created “as” God’s image

•“humans are created with the intention that they 

should participate in transforming the earth into a 

divine dwelling” in which they are “given a holy or 

priestly status that enables them to be in God’s 

presence and serve in His sanctuary” (Desmond 

Alexander, 2012).  



TSELEM – IMAGE OF GOD

•translated humankind created “as” God’s image

•use the term vice-regent to describe the “image of 

God” relationship between humankind and God

•a vice-regent’s authority and power in a region 

comes only by his or her connection to the ruler and 

commissioning by the ruler



DOES THIS REALLY MATTER????

•if we do not fully understand that we are created in 

His image to be a representative of God and His 

Kingdom, through being an extension of Him, of 

who He is, what His heart desires, and the purposes 

He has for all of creation, then we are missing out 

on being who He has created us to be…



JESUS IS OUR PERFECT EXAMPLE…

•John 5:19…Then Jesus answered and said to 

them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, the Son can 

do nothing of Himself, but what He sees the 

Father do; for whatever He does, the Son also 

does in like manner.



MATHEW 4:1-11

•“If You are the Son of God, command that these 

stones become bread.”

•“If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down.

•and he (devil) showed Him all the kingdoms of 

the world and their glory. 9 And he said to Him, 

“All these things I will give You if You will fall 

down and worship me.”



MATTHEW 4:1-11

•10 Then Jesus said to him, “Away with 

you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship 

the LORD your God, and Him only you shall 

serve.’” 11 Then the devil left Him, and behold, 

angels came and ministered to Him. 



AS WE FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE 
CREATED IN HIS IMAGE TO BE A 
REPRESENTATIVE AND EXTENSION OF GOD 
AND HIS KINGDOM….

•We must exercise our authority over the enemy by 

declaring God’s truth, by choosing to partner with 

His truth… 



MATTHEW 4:23-24
•23 And Jesus went about all Galilee, teaching in 

their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the 

kingdom, and healing all kinds of sickness and 

all kinds of disease among the people. 24 Then 

His fame went throughout all Syria; and they 

brought to Him all sick people who were afflicted 

with various diseases and torments, and those 

who were demon-possessed, epileptics, and 

paralytics; and He healed them.



AS WE FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE 
CREATED IN HIS IMAGE TO BE A 
REPRESENTATIVE AND EXTENSION OF GOD 
AND HIS KINGDOM….

•Then we will be known within our communities as a 

people who helps others get healed and free…



MATTHEW 10:35-38

•35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and 

villages, teaching in their synagogues, preaching 

the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every 

sickness and every disease among the people.



MATTHEW 10:35-38

•36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was 

moved with compassion for them, because they 

were weary and scattered, like sheep having no 

shepherd. 37 Then He said to His disciples, “The 

harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 

Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out 

laborers into His harvest. 



AS WE FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE 
CREATED IN HIS IMAGE TO BE A 
REPRESENTATIVE AND EXTENSION OF GOD 
AND HIS KINGDOM….

•We will continually pray for the lost, and reach out 

to the lost…  



MATTHEW 18:1-5

•At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who 

then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?”

• 2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the 

midst of them, and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, 

unless you are converted and become as little 

children, you will by no means enter the kingdom of 

heaven. Therefore whoever humbles himself as this 

little child is the greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven. Whoever receives one little child like this in 

My name receives Me.



AS WE FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE 
CREATED IN HIS IMAGE TO BE A 
REPRESENTATIVE AND EXTENSION OF GOD 
AND HIS KINGDOM….

•We see the world through a lens of humility that 

creates in us a servants heart…



MATTHEW 18:21-35

•Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how 

often shall my brother sin against me, and I 

forgive him? Up to seven times?” Jesus said to 

him, “I do not say to you, up to seven times, but 

up to seventy times seven. 

•And his master was angry, and delivered him to 

the torturers until he should pay all that was due 

to him.



IMMACULEE ILABAGIZA



AS WE FULLY UNDERSTAND THAT WE ARE 
CREATED IN HIS IMAGE TO BE A 
REPRESENTATIVE AND EXTENSION OF GOD 
AND HIS KINGDOM….

•Forgiveness will become an action in our daily 

living…



TSELEM - HUMANKIND CREATED “AS” GOD’S IMAGE

•Exercise our authority over the enemy by declaring 

God’s truth.

•Be known within our communities as a people who helps 

others get healed and free.

•Pray for the lost, and reach out to the lost.

•See the world through a lens of humility that creates in 

us a servant’s heart.

•Forgiveness will become an action in our daily living.  


