
GROWTH



My prayer for VCC…

Lord, show me Your definition of success, and 
help me to listen closely.  Please help me to 
shake off old notions of success and be open to 
a different kind of measure.  

Lord, I pray for a kind of deep, personal 
transformation in our congregation that 
indicates You (Christ) are in control.



“What is success?” 
◦ Is it attended programs?  

◦ Is it our tithe? 

◦ Is it how many attend on a Sunday morning?  

◦ Is it how may healings we have witnessed? 

◦ Is it taking the time to welcome someone to church? 

◦ Is it praying for someone? 

◦ Is it experiencing God’s presence in your life?  

◦ Is it hearing Him speak to you in a way that causes 
you to make different choices in your life?



Image of God...the imago dei 

◦A vice-regent’s authority and power in a 
region comes only by their connection to 
the ruler and commissioning by the ruler. 

◦Without the connection or commissioning, 
there is no authority or power



CS Lewis Institute published an article by 
J. Oswald Sanders – maturity in Christ

◦God’s purpose is to produce disciples who 
reflect the perfect humanity of His Son, people 
who are able to react to the pressures and 
trials of life in an adult and not in a childish 
manner—meeting adult situations with adult 
reactions. In short, God’s purpose is to 
produce people who fulfill their humanity and 
become what God designed for them.



Our maturity grows and develops as 
we become more and more like Him….

◦Therefore be imitators of God as dear 
children.” (Ephesians 5:1) 

◦Imitate me, (Paul) just as I 
also imitate Christ. (1 Corinthians 11:1). 



CS Lewis Institute published an article by 
J. Oswald Sanders – maturity in Christ

◦We are as mature as we are like 
Christ, and no more.



1 John 2:3-6
◦3 Now by this we know that we know Him, 
if we keep His commandments. 4 He who 
says, “I know Him,” and does not keep 
His commandments, is a liar, and the 
truth is not in him. 5 But whoever keeps 
His word, truly the love of God is 
perfected in him. By this we know that we 
are in Him. 6 He who says he abides in 
Him ought himself also to walk just as He 
walked.



“know” is ginosko

◦ to learn to know, come to know, get a knowledge of 
perceive, feel  

◦ relationally over time as we “learn to know” 

◦ growth, intimacy and connection as we “come to 
know” 

◦ experiential outcome as we “get a knowledge through 
perception and feeling”



“keep His commandments”

◦ Tereo (keep) - to attend to carefully, take care of, to 
guard, to observe

◦ Entole (commandments) - an order, command, 
charge, precept, injunction that is given to one by 
reason of his office

◦ knowing Him – obedience - calling



1 John 2:5-6

◦ 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the 
love of God is perfected in him. By this we 
know that we are in Him. 6 He who says 
he abides in Him ought himself also to 
walk just as He walked.



“the love of God is perfected in him”

◦ Teleioo (perfected) - to carry through completely, to 
accomplish, finish, bring to an end

◦ That perfection – causes us to walk out our lives as 
Christ walked out His earthly life



Our first big take way….

◦As we step out in obedience, sometimes 
crazy acts of obedience, our relational 
knowledge of Jesus grows transforming 
us into the person who God has called us 
to be.  Our growth and maturity is directly 
tied to our obedience and is reflected in 
us as we walk as Jesus walked.  We 
become more and more like Him.



Ephesians 4:1-3

I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech 
you to walk worthy of the calling with which you 
were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, 
with longsuffering, bearing with one another in 
love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit 
in the bond of peace.



“walk worthy of the calling with             
which you were called”

◦ Klesis (calling) - is defined as the divine invitation to 
embrace salvation in the kingdom of God 

◦ This calling is personal and just for you!



Our second big take away…

◦This is what God is calling us into, a 
divine invitation from Him to embrace, 
experience, live out the salvation, the 
eternal and abundant life God has for 
each one of us in His kingdom.  



Ephesians 4:2-3

2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with 
longsuffering, bearing with one another in 
love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the 
Spirit in the bond of peace.



“lowliness and gentleness”

◦gentle humility

◦not ignoring what we know, but recognizing 
that what we know may not be all there is to 
know

◦we need to be teachable



“longsuffering, 
bearing one another in love”

◦ patiently enduring consistently and in steadfastness

◦ holds up on a foundation of God’s love

◦ Allelon (one another) - reciprocally, mutually

◦ giving grace and receiving grace



“endeavoring to keep the 
unity of the Spirit”

◦ Spoudazo (endeavoring) - to make an earnest effort

◦ Tereo (keep) - to attend to carefully, take care of, to 
guard, to observe

◦ Henotes (unity) - agreement

◦ Pneuma (Spirit) - the third person of the triune God, 
the Holy Spirit, coequal, coeternal with the Father 
and the Son



We are being challenged…

◦to make an earnest effort to observe and 
guard our thoughts and actions so that we are 
in agreement with the Holy Spirit, who is 
always in agreement with the Father God and 
Jesus.  And as we align ourselves with the 
agreement of the Holy Spirit, we will 
experience a bond of peace. 



“of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace”

•Syndesmos (bond) - that which binds together, a band, 
bond specifically in regards to ligaments by which the 
members of the human body are united together

•He (Jesus) is also head of the body, the church. 
(Colossians 1:18)

•“whole body, joined and knit together by what 
every joint supplies” (Ephesians 4:16)



So our third big take away…

◦ What our walk looks like?  One that 
demonstrates gentle humility, a reciprocal 
relationship of patiently giving grace and 
receiving grace, making an earnest effort to 
stay in agreement through alignment with Holy 
Spirit that produces peace.  The peace of God. 



Growth & Maturity in Christ
What is our part?

As we step out in obedience, sometimes crazy 
acts of obedience, that causes our relational 
knowledge of Jesus to grow, transforming us 
into the person who God has called us to be.  



Growth & Maturity in Christ
What’s the invitation?

God is calling us into, a divine invitation from 
Him to embrace, experience, live out the 
salvation, the eternal and abundant life God 
has for each one of us in His kingdom.  



Growth & Maturity in Christ
What does it look like?

A walk that demonstrates gentle humility, a 
reciprocal relationship of patiently giving grace 
and receiving grace, making an earnest effort 
to stay in agreement through alignment with 
Holy Spirit that produces peace.  The peace of 
God. 



Topics include:
Bible 101

Missional Living
Prayer

Freedom and Inner Healing
Your Identity in Christ

Financial Responsibility

2017-2018 seminars start October 7th



Topics include:

Goals and Dreams

Unconditional Blessing

Connection and Communication

Emotionally Healthy Leaders

Disciple-Making

Christ-like Leadership

2017-2018 classes begin Sunday, October 29


