
ACTS 

What does a successful Church look like?



My prayer for VCC…

Lord, show me Your definition of success, and 
help me to listen closely.  Please help me to 
shake off old notions of success and be open to 
a different kind of measure.  

Lord, I pray for a kind of deep, personal 
transformation in our congregation that 
indicates You (Christ) are in control.



Success?

◦Not only shake up our personal definition of  
what successful church looks like…

◦Each one of  us to come into a greater awareness 
that our definition of  a successful church is 
rooted in who He has created us to be…



Genesis 1:26-27

◦Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our 
image, according to Our likeness; let them have 
dominion over the fish of  the sea, over the birds 
of  the air, and over the cattle, over all[b] the earth 
and over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
earth.” 27 So God created man in His own image; 
in the image of  God He created him; male and 
female He created them.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26b


Genesis 1:28

◦ 28 Then God blessed them, and God said to 

them, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth 

and subdue it; have dominion over the fish 

of  the sea, over the birds of  the air, and over 

every living thing that moves on the earth.”



If  our definition of  a successful church is tied 
to our Imago Dei…

◦That is who God has created us to be as a 

representative of  His Image…

◦How does this play out in our lives?  

◦How does this play out in our thinking?



Acts 10:1-48
◦God, where are you at work around me?  

◦God, am I open to a shift in my thinking?  Where do I need 
to think differently, so that I can join You where You are at 
work?

◦God, here I am…what do You want to say?

◦God, where are You calling me to be obedient?  What are 
You asking me to do?

◦God, where do I need to move to be on the front lines of  
where you are moving, to be a part of  a mighty move of  
God?



2 Peter 2:2

◦Therefore, laying aside all malice, all deceit, 

hypocrisy, envy, and all evil speaking, 2 as 

newborn babes, desire the pure milk of  the 

word, that you may grow thereby,[a] 3 if  

indeed you have tasted that the Lord is 
gracious.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+peter+2&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-30402a


1 Corinthians 3:1-3
◦And I, brethren, could not speak to you as to 

spiritual people but as to carnal, as to babes 

in Christ. 2 I fed you with milk and not with 

solid food; for until now you were not able to 
receive it, and even now you are still not 

able; 3 for you are still carnal. For where there 
are envy, strife, and divisions among you, are 

you not carnal and behaving like mere men?



Baby Picture…

?



Emily…



Growth and maturity…

◦It is His joy to watch each one of  His sons and 

daughters, who are created in His image, grow 

and mature into who He has created them to be.



Contextualization

◦unique people with a unique background 

reaching a unique community

◦who is speaking, who is being spoken to, and the 

purpose behind what is being shared

◦presenting the unchanging truths of  the gospel 

within the unique and changing contexts



Acts 17: 16-34
◦Ask God to move your heart, to be moved by what He is 
moved by.  

◦We are called to connect with the church and our 
community regarding the things within our city that break 
our heart.  We are not separate from our city, we are 
connected to our city as “vice-regents”.

◦Our communication of  the Gospel message can change 
and adapt, not the Gospel message itself.  

◦Remember….what people are truly looking for, what is 
built into their very DNA…is a desire for the love of  
God, through Jesus.



Acts 17: 16-34

◦Start from a place of  respect and honor.

◦In order to share the Gospel message, we need to 
KNOW personally who God is relationally to 
humankind, so that we can communicate and 
demonstrate that truth to those around us.

◦We shouldn’t be afraid to use our culture as a “road 
sign” to God.

◦Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection, provides for 
each and every person on this earth, eternal life.  



Acts 3:4-7
◦4 And fixing his eyes on him, (Atenizo) with 
John, Peter said, “Look at us.” 5 So he gave them 
his attention, expecting to receive something 
from them. 6 Then Peter said, “Silver and gold I 
do not have, but what I do have I give you: In 
the name of  Jesus Christ of  Nazareth, rise up 
and walk.” 7 And he took him by the right hand 
and lifted him up, and immediately his feet and 
ankle bones received strength.



“fixing his eyes”

◦Being willing to “see” people with eyes 

connected to our hearts leads to holistic ministry.

◦Being willing to “see” situations where the only 

answer is Jesus leads to holistic ministry.



Acts 8:14-17

◦14 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had accepted the word of  God, they 
sent Peter and John to Samaria. 15 When they 
arrived, they prayed for the new believers there 
that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit, 16 because the Holy Spirit had not yet 
come on any of  them; they had simply been 
baptized in the name of  the Lord Jesus. 17 Then 
Peter and John placed their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit.



◦The Baptism of  the Holy Spirit is essential in 

Holistic Ministry, as we are empowered to 

connect our words to our deeds and our deeds 

to our words.



Testimony…


