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THE MATTER OF THE HEART!

GOD’S METANARRATIVE:

“GOD DESIRED TO HAVE MANY SONS 

(NON-GENDER), WHO WOULD LOOK LIKE 

JESUS IN CHARACTER, AND TO RULE 

WITH HIM FOR ETERNITY!

GEN. 1:26… “Let us make man in our image, after 

our likeness.  And let them have dominion…over 

the earth.”

Ps. 8:4-6… “What is man that you are mindful of  

him?  And the son of  man that you care for him?  

Yet you have made him a little lower than you, O 

Lord, and crowned him with glory and honor.  You 

have given him dominion over the works of  your 

hands.”
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Eph. 1:3-5… “Blessed be the Lord God and Father 

of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in 

Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly 

places, even as He chose us in him before the 

foundation of  the world that we should be holy 

and blameless before Him.  In Love, He 

predestined us for adoption as sons through Jesus 

Christ according to the purpose of  His will…”

Thoreau once stated, “Our lives of  quiet 

desperation are imposed by hopelessness.”

Huxley, “Most men and women lead lives at the 

worst painful, at the best so monotonous, poor and 

limited that the urge to escape, the longing to 

transcend themselves if  only for a few moments, is 

and always has been one of  the principal appetites 

of  the soul.”



3/6/2019

3

Peter Scarzzero, in his book, Emotionally Healthy 

Spirituality, stated “Most people go to their graves 

never discovering who they really are.”

Such a life is exacerbated by the inescapable and 

inherent quality placed by God within every soul, 

to be a responsible ruler with Christ that looks and 

loves the cosmos in the same way He does.

If  we were created by God and for God, to rule 

with His Beloved, then we will never realize our 

identity and purpose without Him.

Without Him, the outcome will be a life of  

frustration and anxiety…due to a lack of  

knowledge and spiritual understanding as we 

navigate a world of  suffering and sorrow we find 

ourselves living in.
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Rom. 8:28-29… “And we know that for those who 

love God all things work together for good, who 

are called according to His purpose.  For those 

whom He foreknew He also predestined to be 

conformed to the image of  His Son, in order that 

he might be the first-born among many brothers.”

FOUR MAIN REASONS THE HEART IS THE 

MOST IMPORTANT ASPECT TO GOD!

1) The human spirit is the only thing He will accept 

as the basis of  our relationship to Him.  It is our 

source of  connecting with God.

2) Our heart is the spiritual plane of  our natural 

existence because it is where our will is located and 

the place of  truth before God, from where our 

whole lives can become eternal (D. Willard).”
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a) Jer. 17:9-10; b) Rom. 2:6-8; c) 2 Cor. 5:10

3) The will, indicates what we value, what is 

important to us.  “For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also (Matt. 6:19).”  Or, similarly 

stated another way… “As in water face reflects 

face, so the heart of  man reflects the man (Prov. 

27:19).”

4) Fourthly, our spirit is unbodily personal power.  

Our thoughts, feelings, choices, and their 

developments are so many dimensions of  this 

spiritual substance, which exercises a power that is 

outside the physical.  This is how Jesus sees our 

world and it is a part of  his gospel.
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The Takeaway: Therefore, this is how the call to 

spirituality comes to us, with the heart, in which we 

are to be spiritual in every aspect of  our lives, so we 

can become and do all that God wants done in this 

physical world He has assigned us, for now!

Such a spiritual calling is found in the 

inauguration of  Jesus’s ministry and His gospel 

proclaimed… “Repent, for the kingdom of  heaven 

is available here and now (Matt. 4:17)” 

I. Jesus Announces Good News in the greatest 

sermon preached!  Brief  survey:

1) “Do not think I have come to abolish the 

Law…but I’ve come to fulfill them…Whoever 

relaxes one of  the least of  these commandments 

and teaches others to do the same will be called the 

least in the kingdom of  heaven, but whoever does 

them and teaches them will be called the greatest in 

the kingdom of  heaven (Matt. 5:17,19).
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2) Jesus then declares an ominous truth, unheard 

of  until then… “Unless your righteousness exceeds 

that of  the scribes and Pharisees, you will never 

enter the kingdom of  heaven (Matt. 5:20).”

“Righteousness”—Dikaiosyne (Greek noun) 

Definition?  A paraphrase: What that is about a 

person that makes him or her really right or 

good… true inner goodness!

II. The gospel is good news because Jesus tells a 

group of  people they are the most well-off  people 

on the planet!

1. Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the 

kingdom of  heaven (5:3).

2. Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall 

be comforted (5:4).

3. Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit 

the earth (5:5).
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4. Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for 

righteousness, for they shall be filled (5:6).

5. Blessed are the merciful, for they shall receive 

mercy (5:7).

6. Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God (5:8).

7. Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be 

called sons of  God (5:9).

8. Blessed are those who are persecuted for 

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of  

heaven (5:11).”

9. Blessed are you when others insult, reject, 

despise, and also lie about you because of  Me, for 

your reward is great in heaven (Matt. 5:11).”
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III. Conclusion: Jesus cites the Prophecy of  Isaiah, 

in Luke 4:18-19.

1. Jesus is announcing the gospel is for those 

humanly described as “lost causes.

2. John the Baptist inquires of  Jesus from his 

prison… “Are you the one who is to come, or shall 

we look for another?”

3. And Jesus responded, “Go and tell John what 

you hear and see: The blind see, the lame walk, 

lepers are clean, the deaf  hear, the dead are raised 

up, and the poor hear some really good news.  And, 

blessed is the one who is not disappointed with Me 

(Matt. 11:2-6).”


