
Today, I want to finish a series on Faith that comes out of a challenge God has 

given me… centered on 2 questions.   

Does what I say I believe to be true about God actually line up with Scripture?   

Alignment SCRIPTURE = BELIEF 

Am I seeing in my life what I say I believe to be true about God?   

Alignment SCRIPTURE = BELIEF = MY LIFE 

For many of us, there is a gap between what we are believing and what we 
are seeing; and that gap can cause us to feel uncomfortable, so much so 
that the temptation is to close the gap by shifting our belief systems to line 
of with what we are seeing and experiencing, even when what we see and 
experience isn’t lining up with Scripture and who we know God is. 

But what we have been learning is that the gap is not necessarily the 
problem…it is the awareness of that gap that drives us forward into experiencing 

the truth of who God is.  Now, if we were unaware of the gap, we would stay right 

where we are.  That gap is bridged through our faith, that is believing who God 

says He is, and believing God will do what He says He will do. 

So we have been going after the belief systems surrounding our gaps, with 

permission to not only close the gap we are currently in by believing for the more, 

but permission for new gaps in our lives as we continually allow the Lord to 

challenge and transform our thinking about who He is and what He is doing in our 

lives.   

I want to give a quick overview before we finish up today… 

So far we have looked at the  

1. biblical concept of faith (as seen in the Old and New Testament), in that it is 

a conviction of truth, belief regarding who God is, and humankind’s 

relationship to Him, that relationship being that He is real, and that there is 

an absolute reality of His words.   

2. We also saw that our faith is personal, it is God’s story within us, and that He 

sees our faith story much differently than we do! 

And then we looked at Hebrews 11:1‐3 and saw that faith is… 



Not necessarily the finished product, meaning sometimes we think faith is only 

when we see the miracle or the breakthrough, but according to these verses, faith 

is in the waiting on Him, as we wait with joy and a full confidence …. and faith is 

choosing to believe in the finished work of Jesus even if we haven’t seen it 

manifest in our lives yet. 

We then looked through Hebrews 11:4‐7…looking at acts of faith, specifically by 

Abel, Enoch, and Noah.   

We saw that simple acts of faith are coming to Him with the right heart, 
diligently seeking Him, and giving Him our ear to hear what He is inviting us 
into. 

We then looked at Hebrews 11:8-12…and saw that obedience is one of the 
greatest acts of faith…looking at the life of Abraham…we saw him obey as he 
was called to go out, as he dwelt in the land of promise, and as he waited 
(whose builder and maker is God).  And through the life of Sarah, we saw 
God’s invitation to Sarah, and to us, into our faith journey…in Hebrews 
11:14  Is anything too hard for (Me) the LORD?  Last Sunday when Adult 
and Teen Challenge came and shared…those men shared their faith 
journeys…and their personal testimonies answered that question, Is 
anything too hard for (Me) the LORD? The answer being no. 

We then looked at Hebrews 11:13-16 at individuals listed in the hall of 
faith…and what their lives are remembered for as they lived out their “faith 
journey” 

And what we saw is that those listed could see a promise from God, used 
God’s words to ignite belief in that promise which gave them a vision for 
what God was doing and wanted to do in their lives.  They embraced, and 
received joyfully their promise, living with an eternal perspective, trusting in 
God’s timing, focusing on their future with God, not on their past.  And it 
was that focus that determined their choices that moved them towards the 
promises of God. 

Again, walking in faith, walking out our faith journey is equally about the 
journey, the transformation process we go through…. as it is the destination 
or answer we are contending for.   



Today we will finish up with Hebrews 11:17-19, looking again at the faith 
journey of Abraham.  And as we look at this faith journey, I believe God has 
specific questions for us to take back to Him with our own faith journeys? 

17 By faith Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he 
who had received the promises offered up his only begotten son, 18 of 
whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19 concluding 
that God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which 
he also received him in a figurative sense. 

This portion of Scripture refers to Abram’s and Sarai’s faith journey in 
Genesis 15-22, where God first gave Abram a promise…(Gen 15:5) 5 Then 
He (God) brought him outside and said, “Look now toward heaven, 
and count the stars if you are able to number them.” And He said to 
him, “So shall your descendants be.” There was a promise of 
descendants that would come from Abram and Sarai, and those descendants 
would require that they would have a son.   

The story goes that Sarai (Sarah) took matters into her own hands by giving 
her handmaiden, Hagar to Abram through which they had a son named 
Ishmael (Genesis 16) and in doing so…tried to fulfill their promise from 
God by their own means, not allowing God to fulfill their promise by His 
means.  How many of you have ever done that?  You receive a promise from 
God, and then you start to figure out all the ways He might fulfill that 
promise.  We have been guilty of that… 

Shawn and I believe God has given us many promises surrounding our seed 
business.  Those promises include growth…expanding our business…and over 
the past 4 years we have seen God direct our steps to fill in the tangible 
pieces of those promises.  But we have also seen ourselves make choices 
that came out from a similar position as Abram and Sarai.   

We saw the promise, but our vision was limited in how we could see God 
fulfill that promise, so we made choices to move forward in what made 
sense to our human capabilities, not what made sense within God’s 
supernatural capabilities.   

One of those choices included us purchasing trailers that hauled seed 
product to the port.  It seemed like a good idea, something that would grow 



our business, and something we could do. So we moved forward step by 
step, praying along the way.  Shawn approached a local seed company 
about purchasing some old trailers they were not using.  This was our only 
option for purchasing trailers.  They said no.  So we thought, okay God, we 
are trusting you.   

But then we thought, God how will you grow our business if we do not add 
business, so Shawn went back to the seed company and asked again.  This 
time they said they would get back to us, and eventually they said they 
would sell them to us.   

It seemed like God’s answer to His promise, until we tried to insure the 
trailers going into the port.  Because of concern for terrorism in ports and 
railroad yards, we soon found out it would increase our insurance to between 
$4000 and $5000 a month (we currently paid $1000 per month).  What we 
would earn from the trailers would barely cover the cost of the insurance 
increase, along with all the other expenses.  Yes…it was more work for us, 
but honestly after we would pay the increased expenses, it looked like we 
would make less money. 

At the same time, a friend, not knowing our situation, shared a picture the 
Lord had given him for Shawn.  It was of Shawn waiting at a stop sign, 
looking both directions, they crossing the intersection and over a set of 
railroad tracks.  There was a crash…and the man sharing the picture could 
see behind Shawn as he drove that there was all kinds of debris, but God 
was coming behind him with one of those street sweepers, cleaning up the 
debris.  

God is so faithful!  In an instant we knew we had tried to fulfill God’s 
promise to us by purchasing the trailers, but God was already there to help 
us clean up the mess.  So we asked for forgiveness, invited God to show us 
where our belief system was not in alignment with His, we put the trailers up 
for sale, and they sold within 2 weeks.   

Our heart was to follow after God… moving towards His promises for us, but 
where we went wrong was having a narrow vision of how we thought God 
would fulfill His promises to us.  That narrow vision came from us looking at 



ourselves, seeing what was possible through us, instead of looking to God, 
recognizing that all things are possible through Him.   

God uses everything in our lives, including our detours…they are apart of our 
faith journey as those detours can help transform our minds and hearts to 
look and be more like Him, as we are created in His image.   

Promises from God not only require trusting God’s leading and timing, but 
they require patience, they require a willingness to walk through the 
transformational processes God has for us to go through along the way. 

1. Are you right now…in the midst of a faith journey?  Do you recognize 
the importance of the process in that journey, even over the 
destination of that journey? 

2. In your faith journey…have you tried to fulfill a promise from God by 
your own means, not allowing God to fulfill that promise by His 
means? 

3. In your faith journey…is your vision limited in how you see God 
fulfilling that promise by focusing on your own human capabilities, 
instead of focusing on God’s supernatural capabilities.   

In Abram and Sarai’s faith journey, they next receive a name change in 
Genesis 17, where God meets Abram at the age of 99, to again confirm His 
promise that He would multiply Abram exceedingly (Genesis 17:2).  This is 
where God changed Abram’s name to Abraham declaring 5 No longer 
shall your name be called Abram, but your name shall 
be Abraham; for I have made you a father of many nations. 6 I will 
make you exceedingly fruitful; and I will make nations of you, 
and kings shall come from you. (Genesis 17:5-6).  He then changed 
Sarai’s name to Sarah declaring “As for Sarai your wife, you shall not 
call her name Sarai, but Sarah shall be her name. 16 And I will bless 
her and also give you a son by her; then I will bless her, and she 
shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be from her.” 
(Genesis 17:15-16). 

The promise hasn’t changed, God is still promising descendants…but 
Abraham and Sarah are beginning to change and grow into God’s promise.  
Some of you right now think the promise has changed because you haven’t 



seen it fulfilled, but I believe God wants us to know that the promise hasn’t 
changed, but He is changing us so that we can walk into His promises for us.   

There would need to be an identity change in both Abraham and Sarah in 
order to walk out their promise from God.  Abraham would become a father 
of many nations and Sarah would become a mother of nations; kings of 
peoples shall be from her.   

For Shawn and I, in our faith journey, God was and is doing an identity 
change in us surrounding the idea of how we saw ourselves and how we saw 
God.  How many of you know the statement “God helps those who helps 
themselves” and how many of you at one point thought this statement was 
Scripture.  It is not, but for many of us, we live like we believe this to be 
true.   

Now there is a partnership between us and God in everything we do, but the 
belief system behind the partnership is extremely important.  During this 
time where we bought the trailers, Shawn and my belief system behind our 
partnership with God gave us a limited view of what we thought He could do, 
based on us.  Abraham and Sarah did the same thing.  In their partnership 
with God, their belief system behind their partnership with God also gave 
them a limited view of what they thought God could do, based on them, 
specifically their age.   

But with a new identity through a new name, their perception of their 
partnership with God was changing…and the view of what God could do was 
expanding.   

4. In your faith journey, is God revealing to you a “new” aspect of your 
identity in Him?  Ask Him, how your perception of your identity is tied 
to His promises for you. 

5. In your faith journey, what does your partnership look like with God?  
And is He inviting you into a something new? 

In Genesis 21, we see the fulfilled promise continue to unfold within their 
faith journey.  (1-3) 

And the LORD visited Sarah as He had said, and the LORD did for 
Sarah as He had spoken. 2 For Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a 



son in his old age, at the set time of which God had spoken to 
him. 3 And Abraham called the name of his son who was born to 
him—whom Sarah bore to him—Isaac. 

This is Abraham’s and Sarah’s faith journey.  Being given a promise 25 years 
prior, they see the fulfillment in that promise with the birth of their son 
Isaac.  I love that the story emphasizes these key points… 
Sarah conceived and bore Abraham a son in his old age, at the set 
time of which God had spoken to him.   

The phrase at the set time comes from the Hebrew word, mowed (mo aid) 
and is defined as “an appointed place, appointed time, meeting.”  Did you 
know God is never late?  He is never missing. This phrase describes the very 
DNA of our God that He has perfect timing in all that He does.   

The phrase of which God had spoken to him, uses the word dabar (da 
var) for “spoken” to describe God’s actions towards Abraham.  (Da var) is 
defined as “to speak, declare, converse, command, promise.”  When God 
speaks, when He declares His promises over us, when he talks to us about 
those promises, again it is a part of who He is, because He fulfills what He 
speaks.  He is a God who fulfills those things which He speaks over us.  Just 
as He created the Heavens and the Earth through His spoken word in 
Genesis, He speaks life in and to us now, through the Word of God (John 
1:1) and through the Holy Spirit. 

This is key to broadening of our vision from what I can do, to what He can 
do.  If I believe that His timing is perfect, and that what He speaks, He will 
do, then my focus comes off of myself, my timing, what I can do, and is 
placed on God’s timing, what He can do.   

6. In your faith journey, is God inviting you to trust Him for His “set time” 
and trust in in what He “has spoken” to you? 

This brings us to the test mentioned in Hebrews 11:17.  17 By faith 
Abraham, when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had 
received the promises offered up his only begotten son,  

God gave Abraham a test.  We forget the value of a test.  It is not to cram 
all we know, for that moment in time, and then forget all that we ever 
learned (that’s what I did in college).  A test is meant to reveal what we 



have learned, what we know to be true.  And through that revealing, we 
have an opportunity to thank God for how He has shifted our mindsets so 
that we respond a certain way…or there is an opportunity for more growth.  

The test Hebrews 11 is referring to comes in Genesis 22 

Now it came to pass after these things that God tested Abraham, and 
said to him, “Abraham!” 

And he said, “Here I am.” 

2 Then He said, “Take now your son, your only son Isaac, whom 
you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt 
offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell you.” 

The story goes on to say that Abraham rose early, saddled his donkey, took 
2 young men with him and his son, Isaac.  Abraham obeyed God, he went to 
the place God was telling him to go, doing the things God asked him to do.   

Every detail and detour of Abraham’s faith journey had brought him to this 
point in his life.   Nothing that happened in Abraham’s faith journey was 
wasted.  God used it all, to change him, transform him, and prepare him for 
this moment.   

7. In your faith journey…not one detour, not one event is wasted.  God is 
using everything in your life to mold you and shape you into who He 
has created you to be.  Ask God to give you a new perspective on 
detours that have caused you shame and sorrow. 

5 And Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here with the donkey; 
the lad (Isaac) and I will go yonder and worship, and we will come 
back to you.” 

Abraham states I will go yonder and worship…this is what Abraham 
knew to be true… 

Abraham didn’t worship God at an alter and then head out into his day; and 
He didn’t wait to worship God until he arrived at the mountain to perform 
the sacrifice….he chose to worship God as he traveled through his day.  This 
is huge!  We can worship God with all of our hearts on a Sunday 
morning…and God meets us in our worship…but we must remember there is 



great power in moving through our day from a place of worship…as it aligns 
our thoughts and vision to His thoughts and vision.   

How do I know Abraham’s vision was in alignment with God’s…his response 
to his situation.   He has been asked to go and sacrifice his promised son, 
and his response to that is…I will go yonder and worship, and we 
will come back to you.”  Abraham believed he and his son would return… 

Because Abraham’s worship placed his focus on God, he believed Isaac 
would somehow live…since he was Abraham’s promised son. In fact in 
Hebrews 11:19, it states that Abraham 19 concluding that God was able 
to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received 
him in a figurative sense. 

Abraham didn’t know how God would save his promised son, he just “knew” 
He would fulfill His promise to Abraham of many descendants from his son. 

There is something about the power of worship, that aligns our vision to 
God’s vision that keeps our eyes on who God is.   

8. In your faith journey, are you utilizing the power of worship as you 
move through your day?  What is He inviting you into this week in 
regards to worshiping Him?  

Can you see the change in Abraham?  He went from making things happen 
in his own strength, when he was willing to receive his provision of the 
promised son Isaac, through Hagar instead of Sarah…to trusting God for 
provision of the promise of being a father of many nations through Isaac, as 
he states we will come back to you.”    

 

6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac 
his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of 
them went together. 7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and 
said, “My father!” 

And he said, “Here I am, my son.” 

Then he said, “Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the [b]lamb 
for a burnt offering?” 



8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb 
for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together. 

Abraham, because He knew God, because he had been on this faith journey 
with God, where he had learned what God was like, Abraham had an 
expectation that God would not go against His promise to Abraham and 
Sarah.   

Here we see Abraham states, God will provide for Himself.  I think it is 
interesting that Abraham says God will provide…not for us, but for Himself 
because Abraham knew God would provide what is needed to fulfill His 
promise to Abraham.   

And just as Abraham was about to sacrifice his promised son, Isaac,  

11 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, 
“Abraham, Abraham!” 

So he said, “Here I am.” 

12 And He said, “Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to 
him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld 
your son, your only son, from Me.” 

13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him 
was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. So Abraham went and 
took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his 
son. 14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-
Provide; as it is said to this day, “In the Mount of the LORD it shall be 
provided.” 

9. In your faith journey, have you experienced God as The-LORD-Will-
Provide?  Is He inviting you into trusting Him in a new way of 
provision that leads you to the promises He has given you? 

 

 

 

 



FAITH JOURNEY QUESTIONS… 

 

1. Are you right now…in the midst of a faith journey?  Do you recognize 
the importance of the process in that journey, even over the 
destination of that journey? 

2. In your faith journey…have you tried to fulfill a promise from God by 
your own means, not allowing God to fulfill that promise by His 
means? 

3. In your faith journey…is your vision limited in how you see God 
fulfilling that promise by focusing on your own human capabilities, 
instead of focusing on God’s supernatural capabilities.   

4. In your faith journey, is God revealing to you a “new” aspect of your 
identity in Him?  Ask Him, how your perception of your identity is tied 
to His promises for you. 

5. In your faith journey, what does your partnership look like with God?  
And is He inviting you into a something new? 

6. In your faith journey, is God inviting you to trust Him for His “set time” 
and trust in in what He “has spoken” to you? 

7. In your faith journey…not one detour, not one event is wasted.  God is 
using everything in your life to mold you and shape you into who He 
has created you to be.  Ask God to give you a new perspective on 
detours that have caused you shame and sorrow. 

8. In your faith journey, are you utilizing the power of worship as you 
move through your day?  What is He inviting you into this week in 
regards to worshiping Him?  

9. In your faith journey, have you experienced God as The-LORD-Will-
Provide?  Is He inviting you into trusting Him in a new way of 
provision that leads you to the promises He has given you? 

 

 



 

 


