
Oregon Youth Authority  
Foster Care

Be my second 
chance family.

Change a life. Contact us.
Oregon Youth Authority Foster Care
Phone: 503-373-7595
Email: oyafostercare@oya.state.or.us
Online: bit.ly/oyafostercare
Facebook: OYA Foster Care

“OYA foster youth come 
from very different walks 
of life. It is rewarding to 
make some kind of an  
impact on their lives, 
and to trust that they will 
leave us a little better off 
than when they came.”

Sherri 
OYA foster parent

mailto:oyafostercare%40oya.state.or.us?subject=
http://bit.ly/oyafostercare
http://www.facebook.com/OYAFosterCare


Everyone needs a second chance.

Role Models Wanted
Many teens who come to the Oregon Youth  
Authority (OYA) have never had a positive,  
supportive adult in their lives. It’s one of the  
biggest barriers to getting their lives back on 
track.

As an OYA foster parent, you can be that role 
model. You can provide youth ages 12 through  
24 with a supportive, safe home, and the  
guidance to change their lives for the better.

What is OYA foster care?
OYA is the state’s juvenile justice agency. We 
provide safe environments and opportunities 
for reformation for youth ages 12 through 24 
who are commited to our custody by juvenile 
courts.

OYA’s foster care program is different from 
others you may have heard about — we 
only provide homes for teenagers and young 
adults, and we don’t do adoptions. We serve 
teenagers who are working their way toward 
returning home, as well as youth ages 18 to 
24 who need help learning independent-living 
skills such as establishing a bank account,  
preparing a household budget, shopping for 
food, and preparing meals.

Who can be an OYA foster parent?
To qualify, you must be:
• At least 21 years old, or 25 if you are  

working with youth 18 and older.
• A U.S. citizen or permanent resident.
• Able to pass a background check.
• Emotionally mature and able to help youth 

build positive relationships and live  
independently.

You provide basic housing, food, clothing, 
transportation, recreational opportunities, 
spending money, and reasonable incidentals 
for youth. The youth will have a state medical 
card to pay for their medical, mental health, 
and other necessary treatment costs. You  
receive a monthly payment to reimburse you 
for the services you provide.

What do foster parents do?
The most important things are to provide a 
stable, safe living environment and to model 
positive behaviors and choices. Your tasks are 
the same as a typical parent of teenagers — 
support the youth’s educational and  
vocational efforts, teach critical thinking skills, 
provide positive discipline, hold the youth 
accountable, and know the youth’s  
whereabouts. 

Our youths’ road to success is not always 
smooth, but helping them mature into  
successful adults can be very rewarding.  
OYA foster parents love to share stories about 
youth who are suceeding in school, playing 
sports, working in jobs, applying for college, 
and reaching other milestones on the way to 
productive, crime-free lives.

How does OYA support foster families? 
OYA strives to make sure that all of our  
foster families and youth are successful and 
feel properly supported. We call foster parents 
at least once a week and visit at least monthly. 
We also provide continual support via phone 
or email.

In addition, OYA parole and probation officers 
work with foster parents on youth case plans 
and meet regularly with youth to check on 
their progress and help them set goals.

OYA provides a wide range of training to foster 
parents, from first aid and CPR to working 
with youth who have been through the court 
system. We also provide families with  
training that is specific to the youth in their 
home, such has how to work with youth who 
have mental health or drug and alcohol issues.


